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g CONRIED'S “PARSIFAL."

The persistence, courage and ability of Director
Conrled have achieved the prodoction of “Parsifal”
In New York. Farly upon Christmas Eve, at
a'clock, a large audience trooped to hear and see
the great mystical song-spectacle. At 7 they arose
for dinner, and ntumed at S:45, then to sit until
11:30.

Critical judgment of the great performance pro-
monnces It, In staging and execution, superior to the
celebrated Bayreuth production. The chief lack was
the “atmosphere,” the sympathetlc surroundings,

and this could not be transporied.

Now the question is: Has it been & success?
Dops the American public respond? 1Is the fervor
of the American music lover sufficlent to piace him
wheolly under the spell of the sacred musie poem?

Of course the Metropolitan was crowded upon the
ocendlon of the first performnance. But never was
any production so well adyertised. Never was a
greater curlosity aroused [n the coltured publie.
Consequently, the test Is not yet fully accomplished.
“will 1t be accomplished for some Iittle time.
From 5 o'clock untll 11:30 Is o considerable Interval
and cause for doubt exists as to whetner a restless

American ean surrender himself or herself wholly
10 a-long crescendo of religious and musical ex-
altation,

Whether rightly or not, America, artlstically, Is
regarded as distinctly in the rear of the procession
.of pations. The Conrled “Parsifal” is declared to
be, artistically, great. Upon its reception depends
much of the foture truth of the judgment which
Insists that we lack the finer senses, the apprecia-
tion of the nicer refinements of musle and the
drama.

.

REST AND BE THANKFUL.
Activitles are converted into fun and the world
i allowed to run on of its own impetus during the
‘holiday season; we switch off the power and let the
anomentum of the fiywheel carry us through. it
I8 ‘& delightful period of Irresponsibility; delightrul
even though some things go wrong for want of
‘normal attention; delightful even shonid the experi-
ence seem to prove that it's a good thing Christmas
comes but once a year. It's a good thing, though,
nn. It does come at least once. There Is a world
tu!lnt weary people at the fag end of the year, and
t!'l people constitute the world's moving machin-
ery. However strong and active it seems to be going,
and however high the tension, power Is really eb-
bing fest, and a-rest intervenes most happily.
I Even overdoing the relaxation business is better
than not relaxing at all, If we must have extremes
it's pretty generally conceded among us
“Américans that we must. The comparison between
the young American overstuffed with Christmas
plum pudding and ruefal thereat and the poor fel-
low'-’without a single taste of Christmas is over-
whelmingly in favor of the former.
Onenmmdwuorrehxinx. by the way, 18

to gite heed to the people whom Prosperity and
‘SBanta Cla us and the. whole tronpe of Christmas
Joys have snubbed and passed by—people whose

guests are grim specters and whose revels
consist of Poveriy’s pranks In an empty copboard
and Want's jests before a cold fireplace, In the
motmhmmthmmmreopmrmmw
forthe man with just a little generosity who would,

_the holidays. There's where “a little money would
do the most good,” to borrow the phrase from onr
philantiropleal friends, the politicians. If you seek
laliuﬂnu,itmmldtemperﬂmmrdiﬂnmof
things with a little of heart's best feeling, take
thought for such darkly unfortunate people—but do
mm-mnm;mmt-mmmmgm

tlnbluedmo.tglﬂng you will find any one of

pﬁu_hmmmmm;maa

| comfortanle kind of compromise with consclence

| a new year.
| proclalmed, each with the joy of a new and original

that should tend to improve many a man's holiday
spirit. Relaxation of the purse strings—"letting go”
of somethiog in favor of the starving, sick and dis-
tressed—is good enongh relaxation for auybody.

AN EVENT IN ART.

Artist Seymour M. Stone's pletorial idea for the
New Year Is an apt one. Althongh love, being
perennial, befits any peried, it sults none better than
that happy moment when all the world turns a fresh
page, with new hopes, new sentiments and new re-
solves, It is love that lights the dawnlng vista of
And, as a long succession of poets have

discovery, "lis love that makes the world go ronnd.
Love implics lovers, and lovers at New Year's im-
ply sleighbells. What, then, could be more appro-
printe than Mr. Stone's frontisplece for next Sun-
day's Republie Magazine, portraying in bright
colors a dashing red cutter and a spanking foam-
flecked team pacing over the snow, a gallant driver,
and, seated beside him cozily wrapped in furs, the
sweetest of dwepthearts—not that he was supposed
fo have more than one—with glowlng cheeks and
lustrous eyes and a smile of merriment and joy as
fresh and exhilarating ns the New Year itself? As
a4 matter of fact the new color processes achleve a
distinet triumph In this picture, as in the several
others which have gone into the make-up of next
Sunday’s Magazine,

A double-pange color pleture by Slgurd Schon
amply testifies to the excellence of The Republic’s
new project in magazine making. Possibly readers
of the magazine have noted hitherte that Sigurd
Schon's work Introduces & new feature in contem-
porary art—the dressing, as it were, of illustrations |
in the very newest sartorial styles; combining thel
interest for the picture with the interest for fash-|
ious; or, put diferently, animating fashlon designz
with due regard for the seene and for the life-like-
ness of the figures. In the past it has been the
custom among fashion designers to draw dresses
upon any sort of freakish figures and to place them
in any sort of absurd setting. Signrd Schou, with
few peers among fashion ariists, s an excellent
illustrator as well, and his next Sunday’s pleture of
a New Year Reception at the White House “tells a
story” that interests the eye, besides giving the
latest facts about evenlng gowns. The women are
beauties, not monstrosities, and they are animated
actors in a real scene.

People with Interest for the social side of things
will welcome Harry Thurston Peck's llluminating
disquisition upon the life at the great gathering-
grounds of society; incidentally this story is illus-
trated by Sigurd Schou, with several piguantly at-
tractive pen sketches.

“Pedro Alvaro,” a good short story by Engene
P. Lyle, Jr., occuples a prominent place in the fiction
of the number; accompanying it are pictures by H.
T. Carpenter, the well-known {llustrator. BEarle
Ashley Walcott tells a “corking™ story of China-
town In Frisco, entitled “A Victim of Prosperity”;
the very kind of tale to stimulate Henry Mayer to
his best—which means funniest—illustrative work.

What Is bappening to the lobsters is the subject
of an article by John Z. Rogers, who attributes the
disappearance of sea food from American waters
to a carcless and inattentive national legislature;
the reckless slanghter of lobsters ought to be
stopped by appropriate laws, be contends. If you
are interested in lobsters—not of the human sort—
¥ou' will enjoy this article and its accompanylng
pictures, which are by another capable artist, J.
Oliver Nugent.

By the way, it is worthy of pote that the roster
of writers and drawers in this edition will place it
upon an even level with the best, bar none, of the
bigh-class periodicals; certainly upon a footing of
equality with those which bring 10 centa at ihe
news stands. Several humorous articles, one by W.
J. Lampton, and children's storles add to the long
list of attractions. The *“Ready-Made Philosophy”
by Bob Holland is a collection of cleverly turned
epigrams which easily rival those of Lorimer in
“Letters From a Self-Made Man."

The Republic may be permitted at this time to
mention that its plans for the coming year incinde
an exceptional varlety of the most expensive and
highest-grade “stuff”—to use the ghop term—that
America’s magazine writers and draughtsmen pro-
duce. The yenr 1904 will be nothing less than
eventful for the readers of The Sunday Republic If
good taste coupled with the free expenditures to
give it effect count for anything. To these readers
will be supplied a value never before given—ana
“glven” 15 the right word—to readers of any Sunday
newspaper in the world.

LIPTON BOBBING UP BERENEHELY.

Sir Thomas Lipton 18 quoted as willing for an-
other try at the cup—one last try, as he puts {t—and
he bases his hope upon the fact that the next Sham-
rock will be a four-leaved one.

We have taken kindly to Sir Thomas In tha past,
but whether we can brook this sort of persistency,
especially when it is coupled with superstition, is
& question.

How many times are we to be compelled to de-
feat him? Isn’t it asking too much to require us
to do it agaiu? When is there to be an end to these
“last tries?" When shall we be permitted to enjoy
some security?

There ought to be some sort of Immunity incident
to our series of victories in which we could find
refoge. By persistently challenging us Sir Thomas
Invokes the mathematics of chance, the law of aver
ages, in his behalf; and his chances improve with
each event. Sooner or later, If he keeps this thicg
up, It is inevitable that he will sail home with the
cup and leave us asking ourselves why we have
been auch fools,

There's a limit to tolerating Sir Thomas, however
we may admire his gameness. A gentleman and
sportsman ought to know when he's had enough,
and if he won't admit defeat there ought to be a
law of estoppel with which to administer his guietns.

il
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LOOPING TEE LOOP.

The habit which evening passengers bave nc-
quired of riding around the downtown loops
of the street rallways In order to secure seats for
the homeward trip has resulted In complications,
These complications involve several equities and
considerations and are not altogether easy of so-
Tation.

Certainly at first blush, upon the principle of
“first come, first served,” there would seem to be no
impropriety in boarding an eastbound car g few
blocks from the loop and riding around so s to get
& mortgage on & good seat In advance of the eager
crowds that awalt the cars further on. And the
companies in the past have not seen fit to collect
fares rcrtheextm.rideumdthem which Is
technically and properly a part of the “down" trip.

Bntltdoemthyanymfnﬂownmﬂly
because the practice of “looping the loop” has
become customary that it s right. Customs are
not always right. The equities of the general pablic
and of those persons who board the cars at the be
ginning of the “out™ trip conflict with the custom. If
persons are permitted to ride free of charge “down-
m"mmnmsmmmwm

then, In order to compete with them, persons who
desire to ride from the eastern terminus of the line,
and who would under ordinary cirenmstances board
the car there, must walk several blocks west and
ride around the circuit as well. In other words, the
man who desires to board s westbound car at the
Leginning of lts trip finds thar the company has
filled the ecar beforeband with eastbound pns-
gengers riding free, to whom, although occupying
the same relations to the company, it has allowed
an unequal advantage., If the passengers who come
arcund the loop have pald fares, then the, say,
Fourth street passenger cannot complaln. If they
have not piuld fares, then are they not mere “hold-
overs"” and can it be said that the company fulfllls
its duty to provide ears for the strictly and tech-
nieally “westbonnd” pnrssengers? Shoull not al!
persons be placed upon the same basis and be given
an equal chance for seats at the beginning of the
trip?

Can the question of locality affect the rights of
passengers? Can one person by boarding the ear
at a given point be said to acquire rights superior
to those of another person who gets on elsewhere?
Is not the man who boards a car at any point on
the line entitled to equal treatment with every
other person? Can he be sald to recelve that treat-
ment when the company permits the seats to be ne-
cupied in advance by persons who have not pald
fares and who therefore, in the contractunl sense,
lave not been passengers?

From the standpoint of those who ride around
the loop—if they have pald fares they have heen
entitled to be carrled to the end of the “down" trip,
at the completion of which the company has ful-
filled {1g contract with them. By retaining and re-
muaining In their seats they rightfully and properly
hecome passengens for the outward trip, for which
the company iz entitled to collect another fare
Their relationship is, as it were, renewed at the
completion of the down trip and the commencement
of the outward trip, and they may hold over thelr
seats 1o the rightful exclusion of other persons.

But If they have not pald fares, what are their
relations to the company and towards passengers
who enter at the commencement of the out trip?
They cannot be said to be passengers on the down
trip, for they pay no fare and they enter the ear
only for the purpose of becoming passengers on
the outward trip. It is for the outward trip alone
thnt they pay later on, and they do not strictly be-
come passengers untll after the completion of the
downward trip; until the outward trip is com-
menced. Unless their entrance at a prior point is
to be taken as a constructive enfrance as passengers
at the point of commencement of the outward trip—
& proposition manifestly absurd—how can they be
said properly to sequire an advantage over later
passengers?

-
v

Governor Yates adds to his popularity by appoint-
Ing to & Supreme bench vacancy Judge Eilbridge
Hanecy, whom Chicago turned down by 40,000 ma-
Jority. This Is the habit by which the Illinols Gov-
ernor usually Increases his popularity and the way
he takes to convinee himself that the people want
him.

i
v

The Humane Soeclety of Topeka s afier two em-
ployes of a circus for feeding dogs to the menagerie
lions. Maybe the Beef Trust has forced the kings
of animaldom to furnish a diet which was formerly
confined to the noble red man.

-
-

City officlals who received gold emblems as
presents must be faithful and {ndustrious to live up
to their rewards. But those who recelved punch-
bowls ean hunt for other incentives.

-
-

There Is comfort In the thought that New Year's
Day is a wholé week distant from Christmas, Rar-
drums may be rested and repaired in the interim.

Wuo Ting-fang exclaims, “Oh, Wu Is me” He
apprecintes the disadvantages of being governed by
a kind of imperial Hetty Green.

Reyes has advised his people against war. It
Reyes continues to be good he may even be Invited
to dinner with the President.

s
e

A Christmas tree loaded with $1 bills conld be
improved only by a Christmas tree londed with $2
bills.

-
v

RECENT COMMENT.

What West Polnt Turos Out,
New Orlenns Pleayune.

A broad general classification of the graduates of the
Military Academy up to date shows that West Polnt has
given us 1 President and 2 candidates for President, 8
Presidential Electors and 4 members of the Cabinet, 20
diplomatic representatives, M membars of Congress, 129
other Federnl officers, 18 Governors and Lieutenant Gov-
ernors, 85 members of State Legislatures, 134 civil and
178 military officers of States, 64 city officialy, 2% educa-
tors, 26 rallrond officlals, 213 clvil engineera, 214 Judges
and lawyers, 2 clergymen and 80 members of other pro-
feesions, 268 business men, 20 farmers and planters and
172 authors

Governor Yates's Offer to Hanecoy.
Chlcago Record-Herald.

In reckless disregard for publie opinifon and in gross
violation of elemental decency there 1s nothing in the
whole volume of executlve act which reveals Governor
Yates's breach of faith with the people of Illinois that
will compare to his announced offer of a position on the
Superior bench to former Judge Elbridge Hanecy,

On this act alone the people may safely base their
indictment of the present Governor of Illinols. Other
grievous betrayals of - the public confidence are charged
up to his weakness and stpuldity. But this latest affront
to public decency has neither ignorance nor wenkness
to pallinte it

The Beant.
New Orlenns Times-Democrat.
I saw the Beauty and the Beast
Togother onca again to-day,
8he called him "dear” and “sweet.’
She had no word to give away.

For me

He waddled at her tiny heels,
Oid, stupld, surly, fat and smug—
Of wll the Beasts on earth 1 hate
The Beauty's favored Beast—her pug!

One Thing Saved.
Blue Ridge (0.) Post.

An old negro In & nelghborhood town arose In prayer
meoting and sald: “Bredderin and sisterin, I been a
mighty mean nigger In my time. I had a heap er ups
and downs—'speclally downs—since T jined da church. 1
stoled chickens and watermilling. I cussed I got drunk,
I shot craps. I slashed udder coons with my razor, an'
I dons er sight or udder things, but. thank the guod
Lawd, bredderin and sisterin, I pever ¥et lost my re-
ligion."

And the Grass Is Plentifnl.
Detroit Trea Presa
When the Colomblan Army reaches Panama It should
not fail to notice the keep-off-the-grass elgn. The sd-
monition is an important one to observe.

The Henaon.
n.amuhmhbmmlublmmm
g0 small that they do not admit the red corpuscles.

They Are After the Whole Truth.
MNurthAmHun_
MEMMmmmorma.

¢ postal scandal This s carrying Inqui
to the verge of morbidness, 23

DOES IT PAY TO INDULGE IN THE
HABITS THAT WEAKEN CHARACTER?

BY EILTL.A WHEBLER WILCOX.

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.

This Is a question I would like evary
man who reads these lines to a=k himself,
if, In his Inmost conscience, heo finds that
the words I am about to write apply to
him,

A great tragedy In court circles recently
occurred; u Princess of royal blood killed
the paramour of her husband.

The wife wns only o score of years old,
and she had been married to the man of
her cholen only two years.

She was young, beautiful and loving;
she had slgned away her right to tha
throne In order to marry the man she
loved,

8Shw was an expectant mother.

Y¥et all these proofs of her devotion and
sincerity did not awnken In her hus-
bind's heart a sufficiently high =ense of
manly hopor and pride to keep him from
allowing a physieal passion for another
Woman to domirate him,

And, to make the Insult to his young
wife stlil more pronounced, he brought
the metress who had Inflamed his desires
to his home—under the same roof with
his wire.

The wife learned of tha Intrigue, and
In a moment of terrible anger—that an-
ger which Is insanity—killed her rival
Did the glving way to a physical infatu-
atlon at the sacrifice of all noble ideals
puy the husband?

Hundreds of men who read these words
nre tempted from within and from with-
out to yield to fascination similar to that
which placed Prince Otto of Hapsburg
before the world to-day in the rols of the
mo#gt contemptible man living.

Men by nature, hablt and the custom of
soclety are subjected to such temptations,
and have always held to the bellef that
they were less reprehensible when they
yielded than a woman under similar con-
ditions.

Putting that question aside, the one
question for a married man to ask him-
self is, Does It pay? Does it pay to fol-
low every impulse of the desires and ap-
petites and passfons, and to weaken the
will power and vitiate the moral fiber by
self-indulgenca?

Does it pay to decelvs a woman who

loves and trusts you, or to defy her and
argue that your nature Is one requiring
mure license and indulgence than hers?

Would {t not eventually bring you more
happiness were you to control those law-
less Impulses by the exerclse of your high-
er nature, and to live up to the ldeal of
the woman who loves you?

It will become easier each time you re-
sist, just as It will become more and more
difficuit each time vou yield.

Think It over, and ask yourself which
pays best, as you recall the tragedies oc-
curring dally In the world through this
self-indulgence of human beings.

Then there is the gratification and pleas-
ure you find In the drink habit,

Does that pay? s

You galn a half hour, or perhaps two or
three liours, of mirth and freedom from
eare, and then you go home to pain, griave
or disgust some loving woman—mother,
wife or daughter, perhaps all three.

You do this only once In awhile, per-
haps, and say that 4 woman should be lib-
ernl-minded enough not to make a scene
over such an occurremce. I agree with
you that the wise woman treals a man
who I, as a rule, sober and kind, with
great care when he first ylelds to the
wenknesa of drink. She should think of
him as something to pity and heip until
he i= sober and able to reason about his
conduct. Then she should not hesitate to
make him realize, ns quletly and kindly
as possible, how he has fallen in her esti-
mation, and how he has hurt her pride
and respect.

Men are in the habit of making a jest
of such lapses, and they think s woman
hard-henrted &nd narrow-minded who re-
gards them as tragedies.

But while a tender and loving woman
will treat a drunken man with pity and
consideration, she cannot feel the same
admiration and respect and pride, which
are elements in every great lova.

Aslde from hurting her feelings and
wounding her heart, the husband or fa-
ther who frequently comes homs Intoxi-
cated digs a ditch at the foundation on
which his happiness ls laid—the solid re-
spect and admiring love of the women of
his household.

Does it pay?

Then there |s the delight men find in the
guming table,

I belleve cards have helped many a
brain-fagged man to keep his mind from
business, and his nervous system from
colinpse.

I belléeve clubs are good institutions

But does it pay to make the homa sso-
ondary to the club, and to become so de-
bauched with the gaming mania that you
sit at the table night after night until
dawn, and rush through your business In
order to get back to the club?

Does it pay to let the hablt grow upon
you until you find any other amusement
a bore, and an evening &t home so per-
ceptible tax upon you that it destroys
fts pleasure for your family?

Aside from the fact that you are de-
stroying your better nature, your real Im-
mortal qualities; by self-Indulgence in all
or any of the hablts hereln enumernted,
does the pleasure you get out of them pay
you for ail they cost yourself and others
dear to you?

If not, why not right-about-face, and
start over In a new line of conduct?

You need not he a “goody-goody man*'—
you need not shut yourself from all world-
ly pleasures, or give up everything but
duty.

Suppose you try how |t seems to ba falth=
ful to your marriage vows, to avold cross-
Ing the line of sober self-control, and to
leave the club and tha card tahle by mid-
night, and to pass thres or four evenings
with your family each week. Supposs you
try this for one year, and ses whether it
does not pay better dividends !n ths long
run than the other course.

Look at the matter of thess Indulgences
as an investment—just as you look over
your fnanclal matters. to see what has
best pald you during the year.

And then confess to yourself whether
the galn In “pleasure’” may not be coun-
terbalanced by thes continual assessments
of shame, fear, deception. reproach and
loss of self-respect, not to mention taxes
of physical pain and discomfort.

Doealzpnr"
t, 1908 by W. R. Hearst. Great Brit~

dnrt‘hll reserved,

BROAD PHILANTHROPY OF THE AMERICAN
MILLIONAIRE WHO WAS ONCE PENNILESS.

BY MRS

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.

It ts the proud boast of the millionalires
of the United Statea that they have madas
thelr own fortunes by thelr own exertions,
thrift and economy.

Very few of them are indebted to thelr
primogenitors for even the foundations of
thelr wealth,

Ey far the greater number have begun
on nothing, and have been obiiged to esarn
their dally bread by the sweat of thelr
brows In the beginning of their life work.

Pride in thelr achlsvement is pardon-
able, and’ too much eredit cannot be ac-
corded to honorable men who have been
successful {n any career.

It they have acquired fams In any par-
ticulnr line It Is generally at the expense
ot thelr opportunities to heap up riches, as
all mankind is allotted but brief time Ia
this world, and it 1s exceptional If it can
be employed In many direction=

If devotsd to such vocations as enable
them to make money they cannot at the
same time cultivats the mind and accom-
pilsh mueh in the matter of acquiring
fame In literature, pelitics or the profes-
sius.

Buccessful men are allke entitled to great
creddt, and when they are pleased to use
thelr resources for the benefit of mankind
it iz all the more praiseworthy of them,

We hear continucily severe criticism of
rich wen. They are accused of all sorts
of trickery In the trade, of being selfish
and rlverly, of parsimonious dealings and
muny cther sins,

It may be that some Fava been all these
things and many more, and yet from their
standpoint of right may have done many
noble dGeeds thut were not advertised to
the four winds,

Wea bave {n mind now a very rich man
that the public considers close and stingy,
and yet manay irdividcals know of his gen-
eroaity and benavolence to persons whom
he considers worthy of his benefactions.

Generosity that gives promiscuously and
without Investigating the objects of Its
benefactions is very unwise and demoral-
izing.

People who do not help themselves are
not entitled to be helped, and yet this very
clasa rufl against the rich, and are al-
ways complaining of their [is and misfor-
tunes, when, as a matter of fact, thay
alona are responsible for their conditiona

The people of the United States are In-
debted to thess same rich men for the ad-
vancement of this country In education,
religlon, charity and the development of
the resources that have placed ths United
States in the front rank of great nations.

They ars not altogether blameless for
many of the existing conditions, and yet
as & class they are ths most benevolent,
bumane and philanthroplc men In° the
world.

No country of the globe can justly boast
of as generous provisions for the sick and
unfortunate.

Nelther has any other natlon such ample
and liberal provisions for the education of
the masses In classic, sclentifis and indus-
trinl lines.

They extend onwuramt to young
men especially, and as a proof of what
they have achieved one has only to visit
tha emchools, universities and stupendous
Industrial enterprises nll over tha country
and sea the positions filled by young men
under 30 years of age, who have, by taking
advantage of opportunities offered by
great benefactors, risen to positions

JOHN A. ILOGAT.

that once required years to attain under
the old. {lly-supported institutions of
America.

It took a century to enable ths aggres-
sive and independent spirit of this new
world to develop its resources sufficiently
to attruct the attention and confidencs of
other countries, without which it was &
slow process to Induce capital to come to
our aid

The problem of self-government was be-
Ing workad ott at the same time, and
could only be solved by the passage of
years and the discretion of the bullders of
ths Republiec.

A briet century was not long to have
accomplished so much, and if In doing so
munch many of our loyal citizens have ao-
cumulated fortunes, which they are ex-
pending with such prodigality for the ben-
efit of-the nation, why heap upon them vi-
toperation and ecriticlsm because of the
clamer of the useless and the lawlass,

There s a resort for every man who has
a grisvance or who Is a victim of Injus-
tice. State and national acthorities can
be Invoked for his protection and vindl-
cation, and all men should be ready fo see
m::mﬂuuamwmmm
poar and the rich.

Protect each citizen in hils right to Itfe,
liberty and the pursuit of lupglne'-. but
do not encourage a warfare on a class who
are certalnly helping on the wheels of
progress, and who are trying to ameliorate
the condition of all of tha people of the
land; notwithstanding very many of them
have not been long citizens of the United
States and have done nothing to bulld up
tha nation,

Copyright, 102, by W. R. Hearst. Creat Brit-
aln rights reserved

WONDERS OF ASTRONOMY: WHY WE HAVE
WINTER WHEN EARTH IS NEAREST SUN.

BY GARRETT P. SHRVISS.

WRITTEN FOR THE SUNDAY REPUBLIC.

Meeting a friend who was shivering In
an {ey wind the other day, I sald to him:

""We aro about three million miles near-
er the sun that we were last July.”

“The deuce we are!” he replied. “Then
why In thunder s it s0 cold? Is the sun
going out?”

“Not at all, and {f you will moderate
your expressions and come In by the fire,
I'll explain the paradox. But you ought
to know the reason without belng told.”

T used to know, I beliave,” he returned,
“but I've forgottem all about it, and I
never quite understood it, anyhow.”

I mede a little drawing, after we were
ssated before the fireplncs, to lllustrate
the fact that the earth can.be nearer by
2,000,000 miles to the sun and yet so much
colder over half Its surface; that winter
takes the place of summer in spite of the
approach of the great orb that furnishes
all the heat.

“You must know, In the first place,” I
sald, “that It is not the nearnesa of the

sun alons that causes a great degres of
heat to be felt on the earth.

*Much also depends upon the angle, or
slfipe, at which the sun's heat falls upon
the earth’s surface. The reason It fs hot at
the equaior I8 because there the sun is
always overhead, and Its rays descend at
all times nearly vertically upon the earth;
and the reason It is cold near thes poles
is because there the sun !s never over-
head, and {ts rays always strike the
ground very slopingly, or at a low angle.

“You can try a little experiment right
here by (he fire, which will convince you
that heat rays that fall perpendicularly
on a surface worm it more than do those
that fall slopingly.

“Hold your hand in front of the fire-
place with the palm square to the fire,
and then incline It so that it leans away
from the fire, and you will perceive In a
moment & remarkable difference In the
heating effect.

“It is the same with the earth and the
sun. Where the solar rays strike per-

POEMS WORTH KNOWING.

A COMPARISON,

BY WILLIAM COWPER,

In Cowper's works this poem (s mariked “Another Addressed to & Young Ladr,*

lows & sonnet entitled “A Comparison.’

der glade,

and fol-

WEET stream that winds through yon-

Apt emblem of a virtuous mald—
Bilent and chaste she steals along,

Far from the warld's gay, busy throng,
With gentle yet prevaililng force,

Intent upon her destined course;
Graceful and useful all she doas,
Blesaing and blest where'sr she goes;
Purs bosomed as that watery glass,
And heaven reflected in her face! -.

pendicularly, they have thelr greatest
effect, and vies versa.

“The next thing to consider is the fact
that owing to a remarkabls principls In
mechianles—which you can sse In-opera-
tion In & sploning top or In a gyroscope—
the axis around which the earth revolves
points in the same absolute direction, no
matter where the earth may be in its
yearly revolution about the sun. Now, this
axis is inclined about 23% degrees to the
plane of the earth's orbit, or, what is the
same thing for our purposes, to the di-
rectlon of the sun.

“Since, as I have just sald, the axis re-
malns fixed in position, It follows that
while the earth is golng round the sun
one end of the axis (say, the north end of
the North Pole, as we call it), will be in-
clined toward the sun at one time of the

year and away from the sun at just the
o?ome time ur the vear."

1903,

by W. R
chumred.
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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
TO-DAY IN ST. LOUIS.

From The Republie, December 35,

Hearst. Grest
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cantlle Library Hall, under the di-
rection of R. Goldbeck, with E. M.
Bowman, organist. The soloists
were Miss Helen Ames, Miss Min-
nis Curtls. Charles C. Allen and
A. D, Cunningham.

The fifth annunl ball for the
benefit of the Police Poor Fund
took place at Masonic Hall. Mayor
C. C. Ralnwater was chafrman of
the Committee of Arrangements
and Captain Tom ONell had
charge of the ticket office, Among
the committeemen weres: Erastus
Weils, Jorry Fruin, Cralg 'Alex.
ander. Larry Harrigan, J. B. C.
Lucas, Chester H, Krum, Mayor
Henry Overstols, R. P. Tansey,
Bilas Bent, M, A, Rosenblatt, Wil-
lam H. Stone, Isaac Cook, Joseph
Brown, General J. W. Turner, John
D. Finney. A. E. Faust, Lacleds
Howard, John Kennard, Socrates
Newman, J. G. Butler, J. G. Pra-
ther, C. I. Filley, A. L. Priest, H.
Clay Sexton. Leslle A. Moffat, J.
H. McLean, John McGovern, J. C,
Franklin and Monroe A. Ennls,

General W!illam Shields, Collector
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